
the UGLY 5

Their name comes from the 'warts' which

are on the side of their face. The 'warts' are

made up of bone and cartilage and protect

their face when they fight.

They sleep underground, but they don't dig

their own holes, they steal the holes from

other animals.

The female lets her babies go into the

burrow first, so that she can protect it from

any unexpected visitors while sleeping.

The lifespan of a warthog is approximately

17 years. 

Warthogs are a wild member of
the pig family.  The warthog
gained instant celebrity status
through it's role as Pumba in
Disney's Lion King.

Interesting facts:

Africa, a continent known for it's amazing wildlife. When you think of Africa, the 'Big 5' come straight to mind.

What you may not know is that Africa is home to the 'Ugly 5' as well. 

WARTHOG



They are very social animals and live in large

groups. These groups are called clans and

can often have up to 80 members.

The female hyena is larger than the male

hyena. Females produce three times more

testosterone than the males.

Males have the lowest rank in the clan and

are forced to leave once they reach sexual

maturity.

Hyenas are extremely
intelligent animals and are very
competitive.  They use complex
sounds to communicate, which
are easily identified in nature. 

Interesting facts:

the ugly 5
HYENA



Marabou storks are completely bald. This

is to keep them clean as they pick through

animal carcasses. 

They can weigh anything from 4 - 9

kilograms and can reach up to 150

centimeters - definitely not a small bird. 

They can live for up to 25 years.

They don't have a specific meal plan, they

will eat anything. They'll eat both live and

dead prey.

This poor bird has been
labelled as one of the ugliest
creatures in Africa. It is also
known as the "nightmare bird"
or "undertaker bird".

Interesting facts:

the ugly 5
MARABOU STORK



They protect themselves from their

predators by remaining in large groups. 

Wildebeest herds possess something

known as 'swarm intelligence' - this means

that the heard will explore and overcome

any obstacle as one.

Approximately 400000 wildebeest calves

are born in the southern part of the

Serengeti each year. This usually takes

place at the beginning of the migration

period. 

Wildebeest are large African
antelopes. The name
wildebeest comes from the
Afrikaans language and
translates to 'wild beast'.

Interesting facts:

the ugly 5
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VULTURE

Vultures are relatively social and can often

be found in large flocks.

A group of vultures is called a committee,

venue or volt. When in flight the group goes

by the name of a kettle of vultures. And

when they are feeding together, they are

called a wake of vultures.

They have an excellent sense of smell and

sight. This is to help them locate food. 

Vultures are known to eat mostly dead

animals, but they are capable of attacking

their prey. 

There are 23 vulture species in
the world, of which 14 species
are considered either as
threatened or endangered. 

Interesting facts:

the ugly 5


